
 

 Item #08-10-4 
SACOG Board of  Directors Consent 

October 16, 2008     
 

Authorize Re-Programming De-Programmed Community Design Funds 
 

Issue: Should SACOG award two projects for funding through the Community Design Program with funds from de-
programmed projects?  
     
Recommendation:  The Land Use & Housing Committee recommends that the Board award funding to the two 
projects that staff is recommending with the associated timeline described.  
 

Committee Action/Discussion:  At the October 6 Land Use & Housing Committee meeting, this item was forwarded 
by unanimous vote for Board approval.  As per the direction of the SACOG Board in August, the staff recommended 
funding two Community Design Program applications that did not receive a funding award during the regular cycle; the 
Land Use Housing Committee is recommended that the Board approve staff’s recommendation.  At its August meeting, 
the Board de-programmed two Community Design projects totaling approximately $2.8 million.  The Board also 
directed staff to re-evaluate the grant applications from the last funding cycle that were not awarded funding, and make 
recommendations on how to re-program up those funds.   
 
SACOG staff evaluated the two highest ranked projects that did not receive funding during the regular funding cycle.  
The SACOG staff, joined by the Caltrans Local Assistance Department, interviewed the applicants for program 
consistency and to evaluate each project’s preparedness to be implemented.  If the project was determined to be 
consistent and deliverable, staff negotiated with the applicants the scope, schedule and budget.   
 
As a result of the review and interview process, the SACOG staff is recommending that these projects each receive $1.4 
million in Community Design Program Funding:  (1) the City of Sacramento’s Del Paso Blvd Streetscape 
Improvements Project, and (2) Sacramento County’s Complete Streets for Old Florin Town.  Their proposed scopes and 
schedules are attached. 
 
With all Community Design projects awarded funding in the 2007-09 cycle, applicants are given two full federal fiscal 
years to show “substantial progress” towards completing their project and utilizing their awarded funding.  If these two 
projects are awarded funding, then they would need to either complete their projects or show substantive evidence of 
progress (as evaluated by SACOG and Caltrans staff) by April 30, 2011 (as adjusted for this interim funding cycle 
timeline).  In awarding these projects, the Board would also be approving the automatic de-program date of  May 1, 
2011 for these projects, which would mean if they do not demonstrate their projects are completed or on the clear path 
towards completion, then the project funds automatically become de-programmed  on this date with no further Board 
action, and the recipient jurisdiction may be prohibited from applying the next program funding cycle.  If the recipients 
request an extension for a legitimate reason, they will have to receive direct approval from the SACOG Board.  The 
only exception is if SACOG does not have federal funding available for their project in the fiscal year that they have 
requested; then their timeline and de-program date will be adjusted administratively by SACOG staff.  
 
Approved by: 
 
 
Mike McKeever 
Executive Director 

MM:GC:ts 
Attachment 

Key Staff: Kenneth Hough, Director of Community Planning & Operations, (916) 340-6229 
  Greg Chew, Senior Planner, (916) 340-6227 
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Project Overview 
 
Sacramento County is seeking Community Design funding for the Complete Streets for Old 
Florin Town capital improvement project.  The project proposes to construct various pedestrian, 
bicycle, safety, landscape and streetscape improvements within the Old Florin Town main street 
corridor (Florin Road between Pritchard Road and McComber Street). 
 
The project is vital to realizing the goals and objectives of the Old Florin Town Special Planning 
Area and Corridor Plan, and the Florin Road Streetscape Master Plan.  The project implements 
the vision of these plans to enhance Old Florin Town, improve safety and mobility for 
pedestrians, bicycles and transit, reuse and redevelop existing assets within the corridor, promote 
and support infill and mixed-use development, and revitalize an older suburban commercial 
corridor. 
 
Project Description and Scope of Work. 
 
The Complete Streets for Old Florin Town project improves the Florin Road corridor between 
Pritchard Road and McComber Street (known as the Old Florin Town “main street” corridor).  
Proposed improvements include new curbs, gutters and sidewalks, bike lanes, transit stop and 
access improvements, median channelization, new traffic signals, street lights, frontage and 
median landscaping, and streetscape enhancements with thematic elements based on the Old 
Florin Town Corridor Plan and Florin Road Streetscape Plan. 
 
Under this Community Design grant request, the County proposes to complete the preliminary 
engineering, environmental, and final design for the entire Complete Streets project between 
Pritchard Road and McComber Street.  Right-of-way acquisition and construction for the project 
will be funded and implemented separately from this Community Design request; however, the 
County may seek funding from future Community Design cycles to support the right-of-way and 
construction phases. 
 
Completion of the environmental and design for the project will enable the County to take 
advantage of opportunities that are currently available to acquire right-of-way and address 
conflicts on the south side of the roadway.  This will facilitate future construction projects. 
 
Environmental Review 
 
The Sacramento County’s Department of Environmental Review and Assessment (DERA) has 
reviewed the proposed project and the project schedule, primarily focusing on the environmental 
approval timeline.  Because much of the CEQA review work in this corridor has already been 
completed due to the Florin Road General Plan downgrade and other planning activities in the 
corridor, DERA has concluded that a period of 12 months is adequate for approval of both 
CEQA and NEPA for this project.  It is anticipated that a combined CEQA/NEPA review 
process will begin upon approval of funding for this project.  Below are additional comments 
from DERA regarding the CEQA and NEPA review and approval processes. 
 

• DERA will be able to utilize the information from the Florin Road Downgrade project 
and possibly tier from that document. 
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• Cultural Resources work for the historic district is complete and adequate for the CEQA 
portion. 

• The previous Cultural resources study for the downgrade project was conducted to CEQA 
standards.  The current study can be updated to address Section 106 (NHPA) standards. 

• The Section 106 process will be much expedited given the work that has already occurred 
in the area.  The timing of the Section 106 and NEPA processes will coincide with the 
CEQA process. 

 
Project Schedule 
 
Following is the project schedule that applies to the proposed project described above, and 
includes key milestone dates.  The project does not include the right-of-way and construction 
phases indicated in the schedule. 
 

Begin P.E./Environmental Review   October 2008 
Draft Environmental Document   October 2009 
Environmental Clearance (CEQA/NEPA)  January 2010 
Complete Final Design (PS&E)   May 2010 

 
Project Cost and Funding 
 

Estimated Project Cost 
 Environmental/P.E./Design      $1,825,000 
 
 TOTAL PROJECT COST      $1,825,000 
 
 Local Match   (Measure A)      $   425,000 
 Community Design Funding Request      $1,400,000 
 

 Breakdown by Phase     Amount 
  

I. Preliminary Engineering/Environmental  $1,400,000    
Final Design (PS&E) 

 
 TOTAL PROJECT FUNDING     $1,825,000 
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