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CHAPTER 1 - INTRODUCTION

BACKGROUND

The Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG) is a voluntary association of governments.
Member jurisdictions include: the County of Sacramento (including the cities of Citrus Heights, Elk
Grove, Folsom, Galt, Isleton, Rancho Cordova and Sacramento); the County of Yolo (including the cities
of Davis, West Sacramento, Winters, and Woodland); the County of Sutter (including the cities of Live
Oak and Yuba City); the County of Yuba (including the cities of Marysville and Wheatland); Placer
County (including the cities of Auburn, Colfax, Lincoln, Rocklin, Roseville and Town of Loomis) and El
Dorado County (including the City of Placerville).

The Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) is the comprehensive long-range transportation plan for the
region’s multi-modal transportation system and one of SACOG’s primary statutory responsibilities as the
region’s MPO. SACOG has prepared the MTP for 2035 to address anticipated transportation needs of the
Sacramento Region forecasted for the year 2035. This MTP is a 28-year plan for transportation
improvements in the six-county region based on projections for growth in population, housing and jobs.

PURPOSE OF THIS FINAL EIR

The subject of this Final Environmental Impact Report (Final EIR) is the Metropolitan Transportation
Plan for 2035 (MTP 2035) of the Sacramento Area Council of Governments. This Final EIR has been
prepared by SACOG pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines (14 California Code of
Regulations [CCR] 15000 et seq.). This Final EIR amends and incorporates by reference the Draft EIR,
which is a separate document available from SACOG. This Final EIR, combined with the Draft EIR
constitutes the entire EIR on the project.

The primary purpose of this Final EIR is to review and refine the environmental analysis and mitigation
measures in the Draft EIR in response to the written and oral comments and recommendations received
during the public review period. Under CEQA, as the lead agency, SACOG is required to respond to
public and agency comments received on the Draft EIR during the review period. Some commenters
raised points relating to both the MTP 2035 and the Draft EIR. This Final EIR responds to comments on
the Draft EIR only. Comments on the Plan will be addressed separately by SACOG.

This Final EIR responds to comments addressing the Draft EIR, published in November 2007. The Draft
EIR was circulated to interested agencies and to the public for a 45-day review period, which occurred
from November 5 through December 20, 2007. SACOG held two public hearings during the public
review period on November 29 and December 20, 2007.

A list of the individuals, agencies, and organizations that commented on the Draft EIR and copies of the
written and oral comments are included in Chapter 2 of this document. Responses to those comments are
also included in Chapter 2.

The Final EIR is available on SACOG’s website (http://sacog.org/mtp/2035/final-mtp/) and as a CD by
request. Hardcopies will be available for the price of printing (to be determined).
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CONTENTS OF THIS FINAL EIR

CEQA requires that a Final EIR consist of revisions to the Draft EIR; comments and recommendations
received on the Draft EIR; a list of persons, organizations, and public agencies commenting on the Draft
EIR; and the responses of the lead agency to significant environmental points raised in the review and
consultation process. The content and format of this Final EIR were developed to meet the requirements
of CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines.

This Final EIR meets the requirements of CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines as follows:

A

Chapter 1, “Introduction,” describes the background of the project and gives an
overview of the EIR process.

Chapter 2, “Comments and Responses to Comments on the Draft EIR™:
e explains the methods used to respond to comments;
e provides “master responses” to common concerns;

¢ includes the written comments of all agencies, organizations, and
individuals commenting on the Draft EIR,

e provides responses to all comments received,;

Chapter 3, “Revisions to the Draft EIR”, includes excerpts from the Draft EIR
showing revisions or changes to the original document text.

Chapter 4, “List of Preparers,” lists the people responsible for preparing this
Final EIR.

Chapter 5, “References Cited,” lists references used in preparation of this Final
EIR.

Appendices are also included at the end of the report.
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