
 
 

 Item #06-6-18 
SACOG Board of  Directors Workshop 

June 8, 2006 
 
Sacramento Region Public Safety Committee:  Status Report on 911 Emergency Communications System 
 
Issue:  The Sacramento Region Public Safety Committee is an ad-hoc organization of local public safety officials who 
have come together to coordinate a comprehensive and orderly review of and report on 911 emergency communications 
systems in the region.     
 
Recommendation:  None.  This item is for information only. 
 
Committee Action/Discussion:   Sheriffs and chiefs of more than a dozen Sacramento-area police and fire agencies 
together with representatives of local emergency communications centers are conducting a review of the current 911 
emergency communication system. 
 
That review is prompted by: 
 

 Increased public scrutiny of emergency response capabilities. 
 New state and federal legal requirements for local handling of 911 emergency response calls through Public 

Safety Answering Points (PSAPs) without corresponding operational funding. 
 Telephone number portability that permits someone living in Austin, Texas, to carry a mobile phone with a 

Sacramento telephone number. 
 The need to keep pace with rapid evolution in both technology and the way people prefer to communicate. 

 
As responsible stewards of the 911 system and public safety providers, it is our responsibility to plan ahead, identify 
challenges, anticipate problems and develop strategies to respond. 
 
The Sacramento Region Public Safety Committee believes there is an urgency to respond to the challenges facing the 911 
communications system. Our goal is to develop the ability to provide the quickest, best response to an emergency call. In 
order to meet that goal, we offer the following recommendations: 
 

 Conduct a public outreach effort to educate residents on 911 communications systems and the challenges they are 
facing. 

 Ask local agencies to solicit public input on short-term and long-term solutions to address the current and future 
challenges to 911 communication systems. 

 Report back in 180 days with findings and recommendations to address the challenges facing area 911 
communication systems. 

 
Approved by: 
 
 
Mike McKeever 
Executive Director 
 
MM:gg 
Attachment 
           
Key Staff: Pete Hathaway, Director of Transportation, (916) 340-6235 
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